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State, the Council on Environmental Qual-
ity, other interested Federal agencies, and, 
on request, to the public in the United 
States. Interested foreign governments also 
may be informed of the reviews and, subject 
to the ‘‘Limitations’’ (subsection E.6., of this 
enclosure) and controls on classified infor-
mation, will be furnished copies of the docu-
ments on request. This provision for docu-
ment distribution is not a requirement that 
distribution be made prior to taking the ac-
tion that is the subject of the review. 

6. Limitations. The requirements with re-
spect to the preparation, content, and dis-
tribution of environmental reviews in the 
international context must remain flexible. 
The specific procedures must be determined 
on a case-by-case basis and may be modified 
where necessary to: 

a. Enable the component to act promptly. 
Considerations such as national security and 
foreign government involvement may re-
quire prompt action that must take prece-
dence in the environmental review process; 

b. Avoid adverse impacts on relations be-
tween the United States and foreign govern-
ments and international organizations; 

c. Avoid infringement or the appearance of 
infringement on the sovereign responsibil-
ities of another government. The collection 
of information and the preparation and dis-
tribution of environmental documentation 
for actions in which another nation is in-
volved or with respect to the environment 
and resources of another nation, unless done 
with proper regard to the sovereign author-
ity of that nation, may be viewed by that na-
tion as an interference in its internal affairs 
and its prerogative to evaluate requirements 
with respect to the environment; and 

d. Ensure consideration of: 

(1) Requirements of governmental con-
fidentiality. This refers to the need to pro-
tect sensitive foreign affairs information and 
information received from another govern-
ment with the understanding that it will be 
protected from disclosure regardless of its 
classification; 

(2) National security requirements. This 
refers to the protection of classified informa-
tion; 

(3) Availability of meaningful information. 
Information on the environment of foreign 
nations may be unavailable, incomplete, or 
not susceptable to meaningful evaluation, 
and this may reduce or change substantially 
the normal content of the environmental re-
view; 

(4) The extent of the participation of the 
DoD component concerned and its ability to 
affect the decision made. The utility of the 
environmental analysis and the need for an 
in-depth review diminishes as the role of the 
Department of Defense and control over the 
decision lessens; and 

(5) International commercial, commercial 
confidentiality, competitive, and export pro-
motion factors. This refers to the require-
ments to protect domestic and foreign trade 
secrets and confidential business informa-
tion from disclosure. Export promotion fac-
tors includes the concept of not unneces-
sarily hindering United States exports. 

7. Classified Information. Classified informa-
tion will be safeguarded from disclosure in 
accordance with the DoD procedures (32 CFR 
159) established for such information under 
Executive Order 12065. The requirements of 
that Executive Order take precedence over 
any requirement of disclosure in this part. 
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